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WHAT IS EAZA?
THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF ZOOS AND AQUARIA

EAZA is its Members:  EAZA is you!

Established in 1992, it is 
the membership

organisation of the 
most progressive 

zoos and aquariums in 
Europe, Western Asia

and beyond

The primary 
coordinating entity 

for EAZA Ex situ
Programmes (EEPs)

A centre of excellence 
for the coordination of

conservation, care, 
research and education, 
as well as for advocacy,

communications and
professional 
development 



EAZA MEMBERS 



The EAZA Accreditation Programme (EAP) 
evaluates whether your institution:

-> complies with EAZA Codes and Standards
-> provides the animals in its care with positive welfare 
    and the best possible living conditions 
-> has effective research, conservation and education strategies
-> participates in EAZA Ex situ Programmes (EEPs)
-> is able and willing to engage in the EAZA community

Only institutions that meet EAZA’s high standards can become 
and remain Members. EAZA Accreditation is a label of excellence 

and attests of your place within the community of leading zoos 
and aquariums in Europe and Western Asia.

ACCREDITATION
 WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE AN ACCREDITED MEMBER?



Each 
Full Member
has one vote

Five meetings 
per year

Permanent 
operation

Two meetings
per year

EAZA STRUCTURE (1)
 



At least two meetings per year

EAZA STRUCTURE (2)
 



EAZA EXECUTIVE OFFICE (EEO)
 

EEO as of 1 October 2024

See the latest chart on:
www.eaza.net/contact-us/

http://www.eaza.net/contact-us/


EAZA’S PILLARS
EAZA Members work 

together towards the EAZA 
vision, fulfilling goals 

of animal care and welfare, 
conservation, 

education, 
research

and sustainability.



ANIMAL CARE
EAZA Members are committed to providing the 

best life to the animals in their care.

Mental state

BehaviourEnvironment HealthNutrition

Five-domain model of animal welfare 
(Mellor, 2020)

-> WAM Standards
-> Welfare assessment library

-> Welfare webinars 
and training opportunities

-> AHL Handbook

Resources



WAZA WELFARE GOAL
EAZA Members ensure and monitor the welfare

of the animals in their care.

The EAZA Accreditation Programme meets the requirements 
of the WAZA global benchmark 

for Animal Welfare Evaluation Processes.



POPULATION MANAGEMENT (1)

Support for
Institutional Species Planning

How do EAZA Population

Management Programmes work?

Taxon Advisory Groups and
Regional Species Planning

Management of animal populations is at the 
heart of our mission and our goals.

Its underlying key processes are described in:

EAZA Population 
Management Manual

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/147/376472398_5f8a761038.jpg
http://images.google.nl/imgres?imgurl=http://www.camdenschools.org/nbay/red_panda_close_up.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.camdenschools.org/nbay/curric.htm&h=768&w=1024&sz=120&hl=nl&start=1&um=1&tbnid=mg0SEzkY8CtALM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=Red+panda&svnum=10&um=1&hl=nl&rlz=1T4ADBR_enNL233NL235&sa=N
http://www.flinknet.com/theflink/archives/okapi.jpg
http://animalsblog.info/blog/wp-content/uploads/2006/12/amur-tiger.jpg


POPULATION MANAGEMENT (2)

Oversee population management 
for a taxon, using a Regional 
Species Plan (RSP) that follows the 
One Plan Approach and 
recommends:
-> priority species to be managed
-> direct and/or indirect 
conservation and/or non-
conservation roles of each EEP

Day to day population 
management for individual species 
following the Long-term 
Management Plans (LTMPs).
Members must follow the EEP 
Coordinators’ recommendations 
on:
-> (non) breeding
-> animal transfers

such as

Approves the EEP 
recommendations made 
by TAGs

For instance

Marine teleost TAG
3 EEPs

such as

28 EEPs

©T.Voekler

©A.Sliwa

42 Taxon Advisory
Groups (TAGs)

EAZA Ex situ 
Programmes (EEPs) EEP Committee

Felid TAG



POPULATION MANAGEMENT (3)
More resources about EEPs, RSPs and 
TAGs available on www.eaza.net

http://www.eaza.net/


IN SITU CONSERVATION

Members' entries into the EAZA Conservation 
Database feed the EAZA Conservation Map

EAZA Members support conservation 
projects in the field, locally or worldwide, 

by providing funding, staff time 
and expertise.



EAZA CONSERVATION CAMPAIGNS
Members also participate in two-year joint 

EAZA conservation campaigns.

Discover the current EAZA 2024-2025 campaign
on https://vietnamazing.eu 

https://vietnamazing.eu/


CONSERVATION EDUCATION
EAZA Members host 144 million visits every year. Through 

their outreach and education activities, they enable 
citizens to connect with nature, engage with conservation 
and feel empowered to secure a healthier future for our 

planet.

Inspiring 
impact of 

encounters 
with wildlife

Informal and 
formal education

at the zoo / 
aquarium

In situ education Following the 
EAZA 

Conservation 
Education 
Standards



RESEARCH
Thanks to the animals in their care and the expertise 

of staff working in our collaborative network, 
EAZA Members contribute to research which benefits 
individual animals, species, ecosystems and societies 

world-wide.

Better understand 
challenges that 

species face

Inform effective 
conservation 
interventions

Understand visitor 
motivation and
drive behaviour 

change

Resources 
-> Journal of Zoo and
Aquarium Research
-> EAZA Biobank
-> Zoo Science Library
-> EAZA Research Standards



ADVOCACY AND POLICY

EAZA and its Members contribute to the creation 
and delivery of progressive wildlife-related policies 

and legislation at the national, European 
and global levels.

The EAZA community works alongside public 
authorities and partner organisations to advocate for:

-> Supporting the protection of biodiversity through 
effective policies
-> Making EAZA countries the standard-setters for 
zoo and aquarium legislation
-> Safeguarding the health and welfare of animals in 
human care and in the wild



HOW DOES EAZA SUPPORT YOU?
Access to all the resources and collaborative work – 
guidelines, events, training, online forums

Access to our global partner network

Access to and involvement in EAZA Ex situ 
Programmes for over 500 species

Support and assistance from the EAZA Executive 
Office in:
-> Conservation and population management
-> Communications
-> Policy and legislation
-> Membership-related questions



With courses that are:
-> Accessible
-> Wide ranging
-> High quality
-> Applied 
-> Taught by knowledgeable professionals
-> Dedicated to all sectors

And via the

EAZA ACADEMY
EAZA is committed to enhancing 

the professionalism and skills of its Members.

         in numbers

 between 2010-2024
 

 3,785 participants,

 80% from EAZA institutions
 

 153 courses*, 

 in-person & online
 
 * does not include self-paced courses
 



CONFERENCES
General Events

-> EAZA Annual Conference (yearly)

-> Directors’ Days (yearly)

Specialised Events
-> Conservation Forum (biennially)

-> European Zoo Nutrition Conference (biennially)

-> EAZA Education Conference (biennially)

-> Animal Welfare Forum (biennially)

-> EAZA Zoohorticulture Conference (yearly)



EAZA PARTNERS (1)



EAZA PARTNERS (2)



GETTING INVOLVED
 MAKE THE MOST OUT OF THE WIDE REACH OF THE EAZA NETWORK!

Contact the EAZA Executive Office           info@eaza.net
All resources mentioned in this presentation are available 
on www.eaza.net

Are you an EAZA Member? And if you are not?
Join an EEP, TAG or Committee Become a Member

Join or set up a campaign Become a partner and support 
EAZA in its conservation work

Share your expertise
-> become an EAZA Academy tutor
-> speak at an EAZA event

Assist with accreditation
-> become a screener or mentor

mailto:info@eaza.net
http://www.eaza.net/
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